Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.125; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.6.
In the title compound, C 15 H 18 ClNO 2 , the internal torsion angles of the tropane ring are comparable to those of tropane rings in the crystal structures reported for cocaine and its derivatives. There is an intramolecular hydrogen bond between the N atom in the tropane ring and the O atom of the carboxyl group. The crystal structure is further stabilized by many weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions between the molecules in the ab plane, forming a two-dimensional supramolecular network.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Comment (2S,3S)-3-(4-halogen-phenyl)tropane-2-carboxylic acid methyl ester and analogues, the so-called "WIN compounds" reported by Clarke et al. (1973) , been used extensively in medicine as monoamine uptake inhibitors and dopamine transporter (Carroll et al., 1991 (Carroll et al., , 2005 . Among these, only several crystal structures have been reported (Meltzer et al., 1997 (Meltzer et al., , 2001 Zhu et al.,1999) (Cambridge Structural Database, Version 5.29, update of November 2007; Allen, 2002) . As a vital intermediate compound for the stepwise reactions of dopamine transporter-imaging agent, the crystal structure of the title compound, (I) (Fig. 1 ), has not been studied yet. The internal torsion angles of the tropane ring in (I) are comparable to those tropane rings in the crystal structures reported for cocaine and its derivatives. There is an intramolecular hydrogen bond between the N10 atom in the tropane ring and O1 atom of the carboxylate group (Table 1) . The crystal structure is further stabilized by many weak C-H···O interactions between the intramolecules along ab plane to form two-dimensional supramolecular network. (Fig. 2 and Table 1 ).
Compound (I) was synthesized according to the method reported in the literature (Meegalla et al.,1997) . A white powder was obtained (yield 41%) and was recrystallized from a mixed solvent composed of acetone, methanol and ether (1:1:1 v/v/v); white block-shaped crystals were obtained after several days (yield 36%). Analysis calculated for C 15 H 18 ClNO 2 : C 64.40, H 6.95, N 5.01%; found: C 64.17, H 6.98, N 4.90%.
Refinement
H atoms bonded to N atom was located in a difference map and refined with distance restraints of N-H = 0.881 (17) Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model (including free rotation about the ethanol C-C bond), with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 (1.5 for methyl groups) times U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms.
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